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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Sustrans Scotland 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for a 
resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

The principles of sustainable development and those for a resilient recovery provide a good 
framework for guiding an effective green recovery.   

However, key to success as we see it will be the overarching decision making framework.  
This will be particularly important when policy conflicts arise, or when the need for speed of 
implementation brings about unintended negative environmental consequences.   

We would like to see the following principles guide green recovery in transport and planning 
policy in order to:  

• Reach net zero, improve air quality and protect the natural environment The 
climate crisis has not gone away.  Its urgency has increased.  A green recovery must 
not compromise on targets to reach net zero.   

• Prioritise the most vulnerable in our society Disadvantaged communities have 
been worst affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. Figures show that people in the most 
deprived areas were 2.1 times more likely to die with COVID than those living in the 
least deprived areas1.  These disadvantaged communities must therefore be 
prioritised in a green recovery.   

• Improve economic resilience and wellbeing for all people Even before Covid-19, 
it was recognised that our economy needs to diversify – reducing reliance on oil and 
gas, and diversifying our manufacturing and service sector economic base. Recovery 
should promote green industries, building knowledge, skills and expertise not just in 
the high earning sectors, but also in the wider community.2 

• Build on recent positive behaviour change – tackle negative changes The Covid-
19 crisis has seen a significant shift in travel behaviour – with more people working 
from home and many realising the benefits of walking and cycling, there has been a 
shift in demand on road space and access to green space.  At the same time, there 
has been a shift to online shopping, which is worrying for our high streets and 
community shops.  There is an opportunity to incentive behaviour that improves health 
and builds communities.  There is also an opportunity to tax online deliveries in a way 
that reflects their real cost to communities and to local transport networks.   

                                            
1 NRS Deaths Involving Coronavirus Week 24 https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files//statistics/covid19/covid-
deaths-report-week-24.pdf 
2 Confederation of British Industry – The Low-Carbon 2020s – a decade of delivery  
https://www.cbi.org.uk/articles/the-low-carbon-2020s-a-decade-of-delivery/  

https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-24.pdf
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files/statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-report-week-24.pdf
https://www.cbi.org.uk/articles/the-low-carbon-2020s-a-decade-of-delivery/
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What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

The main barrier we see to delivering a green recovery in Scotland would be departmental 
silos that prioritise any jobs over green jobs.  

Sustrans Scotland sees extensive opportunities in delivery of active travel infrastructure and 
these are detailed below.   

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green recovery 
(within your sector) 

Sustrans Scotland recognises that the climate crisis and destruction of the natural world is 
entwined with the rise in global pandemics.  Our economy is not working for many people, 
and more people are spending more time living in poor health.   

Healthier places and better, lower carbon transport will underpin the recovery in Scotland and 
beyond.   

How people access their everyday needs, and move around our cities, towns and 
neighbourhoods will play a vital role in helping Scotland’s future economic recovery and 
progress towards a greener and fairer society.   

We are proposing 4 key bold ideas for healthier places and better transport for everyone  

Solution 1 – Harnessing local: A plan for healthier places and living locally, designed 
around 20-minute neighbourhoods   

• Create low traffic neighbourhoods in all residential areas, reducing traffic volumes and 
speeds to create a safer and more welcoming environment for active travel 

• Ensure that every child in Scotland has a safe route to walk, cycle or scooter to school, 
so they can start the school day physically refreshed and mentally alert 

• Ensure all towns and cities have dedicated active travel infrastructure on all key radial 
and orbital routes  

• Work with local authorities to embed a 20-minute neighbourhood approach into the 
planning system, which will strengthen local economies and reduce the need for long 
distance travel, making active travel a realistic option for a greater proportion of 
journeys 

• Align investment and planning guidance around 20-minute neighbourhood principles 
for all new developments and give powers to local authorities to prevent development 
that would create greater car dependency 

• Invest in local service provision, to ensure we have a decentralised and resilient 
economy where people have easy access to the services they need. 

• Continue to invest in local high streets to create welcoming and safe environments 
with more space for people to work, shop, eat, play, and access services 
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• Invest in local work hubs at the heart of 20 minute neighbourhoods, to serve as an 
adjunct to home working, so that ideally people are just a 20 minute walk from their 
home 

Solution 2 – A green and just revolution in transport demand and investment  

• Introduce annual targets to reduce travel demand from private motor vehicles  

• Review existing funding commitments to major road building projects, and consider 
reallocating these funds to active travel and sustainable transport infrastructure 
projects – which will be more impactful in supporting jobs and the economy, as well 
as supporting the wide range of social and environmental benefits  

• Provide increased, multi-year funding for active travel infrastructure and behaviour 
change projects, to enable ambitious and long-term projects 

• Create a Scotland-wide active travel network that links urban transport routes and 
connects rural settlements.  Where appropriate, provide leisure walking and cycling 
routes to connect rural settlements and support sustainable tourism STPR2 ASK  

Solution 3 – Ensure fiscal incentives favour public transport, walking and cycling  

• Introduce road pricing  

• Introduce a frequent flyer levy and use this to make travel by trains, buses and ferries 
cheaper, greener and more attractive  

• Improve public transport operating models and increase investment in public transport 

• Invest in public transport transition, particularly in low emissions buses – which could 
also provide additional capacity in the short term while physical distancing is required 
on the public transport network 

• Ensure that investment works towards an integrated transport system, that makes it 
convenient to switch between travel modes as part of a single trip – particularly 
focusing on interchanges 

Solution 4 – A green new deal for jobs and skills  

The opportunities to create low-carbon jobs and industries across all sectors have never been 
greater. Cycling and walking infrastructure is one of the best investments the UK  

Investment in active travel will stimulate employment. Sustrans Scotland research shows that 
12.7 jobs are created per £1 million invested in sustainable transport, compared with 2.2 per 
£1 million for the M8 improvements and 0.9 for the Queensferry Crossing[21].3 This is backed 
up by analysis from the STUC, which shows that swift investment in active travel 
infrastructure could create 18,000 jobs in Scotland over two years, with a wider investment 
in sustainable transport bringing that total to nearly 40,000[22].4 

                                            
3 Sustrans, 2017. Active Travel and Economic Performance, p7. 
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/media/4472/4472.pdf 
4 STUC, 2020. Analysis of Infrastructure Investment options for Economic 
Recovery. http://www.stuc.org.uk/files/Scotland_Report.pdf 

https://www.sustrans.org.uk/media/4472/4472.pdf
http://www.stuc.org.uk/files/Scotland_Report.pdf

